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The work this period expanded on the two activities being addressed under this project.  The two technical thrust areas are: (1) NDE technology development for thermal barrier coatings for advanced turbines, and (2) NDE technology development for characterizing high temperature gas-separation membranes.   

(1) NDE technology development for thermal barrier coatings continued in cooperation with several partners.  Cooperative efforts continue with: University of Pittsburgh, Solar Turbines, Praxair Surface Systems and our partner that began last period, DLR (The German Aerospace Institute) of Koln, Germany. The NDE laser back-scatter method patented by ANL continues to be assessed in the Univ. of Pittsburgh work, the Praxair and DLR work which focused on  (EB-PVD) test samples.  Additional correlations between the laser back-scatter and the micro-indentation efforts at Pitt continued to be successful. The new work with DLR showed that the laser back-scatter detected the anisotropy of the substrate in the so-called "butterfly" patterns.  We have now successfully tested several thermally cycled Praxair samples and have now established predictive spallation.  We continued our cooperative work with Solar Turbines of Caterpillar regarding determination of the thickness of the thermally grown oxide layer (TGO) for air plasma spray TBCs and we began use of the  optical coherence tomography system(OCT) for coating thickness determination.  The software for modeling the complex scattered light field was installed last quarter and has now been made operational after many problems with code details.  Tests have now been run using various parameters including thickness of TBC, two layers to simulate the TGO and the TBC.  
(2)  NDE technology development continued for high temperature gas separation membranes and extensive work with continued with Ceramatec.  Various new membrane configurations were received from Ceramatec including SYNGAS and Oxygen separation membranes.  

Presentations/Meetings Attended 

(1) W.A. Ellingson participated in the American Ceramic Society 28th International Conference in Cocoa Beach, FL, January 25-30, 2004.

(2) W.A. Ellingson visited Penn State University March 1-3, 2004, for various discussions.

Presentations/Meetings Planned

(1)   W. A. Ellingson plans to participate in the 18th Annual Fossil Energy materials Conference to be held June2-4, 2004, in Knoxville, TN.  

(2)  W. A. Ellingson plans to participate in the 49th annual International Gas Turbine Conference to be held in Vienna, Austria, June 14-17, 2004.



	ISSUES: 
	PREPARED BY: W. A. Ellingson
	DATE: 5/19/04
	blank: 


